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drugs into the United States by targeting the
production,  distribution, and sale of
methamphetamines and other precursor
drugs. The Drug Free Communities Pro-
gram helps our neighborhoods develop strat-
egies to prevent substance abuse. First Lady
Laura Bush also leads the Helping America’s
Youth program to help our Nation’s young
people make healthy choices throughout
their lives and to encourage community and
family-based approaches to the challenges
and risks facing today’s youth.

During National Alcohol and Drug Addic-
tion Recovery Month and throughout the
year, we seek to raise awareness about the
destructive cycle of addiction and work to
provide assistance to those who suffer from
substance abuse. This year’s theme, “Join the
Voices for Recovery: Saving Lives, Saving
Dollars,” encourages Americans to recognize
the costs of substance use disorders and un-
derstand the benefits that treatment can
bring to those individuals, their families, and
communities. To find out more about how
to help save lives from substance abuse, con-
tribute to a culture of compassion, and create
a healthy future for our country, citizens may
visit recoverymonth.gov.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 2007
as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Re-
covery Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this month with the
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., August 23, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 22, and it
was published in the Federal Register on August
24,
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Proclamation 8168—Constitution
Day and Citizenship Day,
Constitution Week, 2007

August 21, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Constitution Day and Citizenship Day
and during Constitution Week, we celebrate
the anniversary of our Nation’s Constitution
and honor the Framers who created the land-
mark document that continues to guide our
Nation.

In the summer of 1787, delegates con-
vened in Philadelphia to create “a more per-
fect Union” and craft the document that is
the foundation of our country. With great
diligence, they worked to develop a frame-
work that would balance authority and inher-
ent freedoms, Federal interests and State
powers, individual rights and national unity.
On September 17th of the same year, the
delegates signed the Constitution of the
United States.

Today, every American shares in this leg-
acy of liberty, and we are grateful for the
courage, conviction, and sacrifice of all those
who have helped preserve and uphold the
principles of a free society. As we remember
the enduring importance of the Constitution,
we also recognize our responsibility as citi-
zens to respect and defend the values of our
founding and participate in the unfolding
story of freedom.

In celebration of the signing of the Con-
stitution and in recognition of the Americans
who strive to uphold the duties and respon-
sibilities of citizenship, the Congress, by joint
resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C.
106, as amended), designated September 17
as “Constitution Day and Citizenship Day,”
and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36
U.S.C. 108, as amended), requested that the
President proclaim the week beginning Sep-
tember 17 and ending September 23 of each
year as “Constitution Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 17, 2007, as
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, and
September 17 through September 23, 2007,
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as Constitution Week. I encourage Federal,
State, and local officials, as well as leaders
of civic, social, and educational organizations,
to conduct ceremonies and programs that
celebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our
rights and responsibilities as citizens of our
great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of August, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., August 23, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 22, and it
was published in the Federal Register on August
24.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Community Leaders in Riverside,
Missouri

August 22, 2007
How is everybody doing? Thank you for

joining me. I'm visiting with some of the
area’s finest citizens. We talked about busi-
nesses and opportunities and sports and cul-
ture. It’s good to be with you. Thank you.
I hope you leave here with the sense that
I'm upbeat about the future of this country.
I believe strongly we can do anything we put
our minds to do.
Thank you all for coming.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. at the
Corner Cafe.

Remarks at the Veterans of Foreign
Wars National Convention in Kansas
City, Missouri

August 22, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. It’s good
to be with you again. I understand you
haven’t had much of a problem attracting
speakers. [Laughter]
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I thank you for inviting me. I can under-
stand why people want to come here. See,
it's an honor to stand with the men and
women of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The
VFW is one of our Nation’s finest organiza-
tions. You belong to an elite group of Ameri-
cans. You belong to a group of people who
have defended America overseas. You have
fought in places from Normandy to Iwo Jima
to Pusan to Khe Sahn to Kuwait to Somalia,
Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Iraq. You brought
security to the American people. You
brought hope to millions across the world.

As members of this proud organization,
you are advocates for the rights of our mili-
tary veterans, a model of community service,
and a strong and important voice for a strong
national defense. I thank you for your service.
I thank you for what you've done for the
United States of America.

I stand before you as a wartime President.
I wish I didn’t have to say that, but an enemy
that attacked us on September the 11th,
2001, declared war on the United States of
America. And war is what we’re engaged in.
The struggle has been called a clash of civili-
zations. In truth, it’s a struggle for civiliza-
tion. We fight for a free way of life against
a new barbarism, an ideology whose fol-
lowers have killed thousands on American
soil and seek to kill again on even a greater
scale.

We fight for the possibility that decent
men and women across the broader Middle
East can realize their destiny and raise up
societies based on freedom and justice and
personal dignity. And as long as I'm Com-
mander in Chief, we will fight to win. I'm
confident that we will prevail. I'm confident
we’ll prevail because we have the greatest
force for human liberation the world has ever
known, the men and women of the United
States Armed Forces.

For those of you who wear the uniform,
nothing makes me more proud to say that
I am your Commander in Chief. Thank you
for volunteering in the service of the United
States of America.

Now I know some people doubt the uni-
versal appeal of liberty or worry that the Mid-
dle East isn’t ready for it. Others believe that
America’s presence is destabilizing and that
if the United States would just leave a place



